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Background:   
 
The City of Charlottesville has a longstanding interest in understanding the extent and causes of 
disproportionality and disparity in the adult criminal justice system. In 2015, the City Council 
received a comprehensive report on disproportionality in the juvenile justice system. Council and 
the City Manager asked staff to look for a way to conduct a similar study for the adult system. In 
early 2018, The Department of Human Services was awarded a $100,000 grant from the Virginia 
Department of Criminal Justice Services to launch a study of disproportionate minority contact in 
the adult criminal justice system in the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County. Council 
approved an additional $55,400 appropriation from the Department of Human Services Fund 
Balance in support of the study in July 2019. The first phase of this study process has been 
completed with preliminary data conclusions, suggestions for areas for improvement in local data 
collection and recommendations for service system improvement. The City contracted with MGT 
Consulting Group to conduct the first phase of the study. The attached report contains the results 
of this phase of the study.  
 
The work was supported by the Adult Disproportionate Minority Contact (D.M.C.) Research and 
Planning Committee which provided content and context knowledge to the researchers and helped 
secure data from system partners. This committee included:  
 
James Brown, Sheriff, City of Charlottesville  









www.mgtconsulting.com 

CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE AND 
ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VA  

DISPROPORTIONATE MINORITY STUDY 

Final Report 

January 20, 2020 











 

0 

  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 Disproportionate Minority Study 

 City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, VA 

 

 









 

1-0 

  

 

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 
 Disproportionate Minority Study 

 City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, VA 

 

 













 

2-0 

  

 

CHAPTER 2. THE ROLE OF RACE AND 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE: REVIEW OF 
LITERATURE AND PRESENTATION OF 
STUDY METHODOLOGY AND 
PROCEDURES 

 Disproportionate Minority Study 

 City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, VA 

 

 





https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4111266/#R7
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4111266/#R16












































 

3-0 

  

 

CHAPTER 3. MAJOR FINDINGS OF A 
DISPARITY ANALYSIS OF RACE 
EFFECTS ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
DECISIONS AND OUTCOMES IN 
ALBEMARLE COUNTY/ 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA, 2014-2016 

 Disproportionate Minority Study 

 City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, VA 
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https://opendata.charlottesville.org/datasets/arrests/data
https://www.charlottesville.org/departments-and-services/departments-h-z/police-department/crime-statistics
https://www.charlottesville.org/departments-and-services/departments-h-z/police-department/crime-statistics
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